DAI/TON'S  NOTATION.
the first part of his c New System of Chemical Pi\> phy,' which appeared In 1808.    The new and con' hensive idea of representing compound "bodies as forr* of groups of atoms, fixed in number., and possessiiii different, but at the same time fixed, relative weights, might, it seemed to him, be graphically expressed by the adoption of symbols representing these atoms, and grouped in such a manner as to indicate the composition of bodies.    Each atom was represented by a small circle bearing a particular sign.
This Is the origin of chemical notation, the language of symbols and numbers, which is clearer and more concise than that of words, and has since been a great instrument of progress in science and a great assistance in instruction. In the work mentioned above Dalton gives a new table of atomic weights, more complete and less incorrect than the preceding one. We give a few of these atomic weights.
	Dal ton's	Correct
	Atomic Weights.	Numbers.
Hydrogen	.      1	1
Nitrogen .	.     5	4*66
Carbon	.     5	6
Oxygen   .	.     7	8
Phosphorus	.     9	10-3
Sulphur  .	.   13	16
	.   38	28
Zinc .	.    56	65-2
Copper    .      .	.   56	64-5
Lead	.   95	104
Silver	. 100	108
Platinum .	. 100	98-5
Gold	. 140	197
Mercury .       .	.       .       , 167	200
